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Observable Language and Literacy Behaviours 
 

 Element Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 

Meaning     
Understand and 
respond to texts 

Demonstrate understanding that 
print conveys meaning 

Demonstrate understanding by 
participating in shared and 
guided reading of highly visual, 
personally relevant text  

Demonstrate understanding 
when reading pre-taught 
vocabulary  

Read and follow a simply worded 
instruction with visual support 

Use a few basic comprehension 
strategies to understand texts 
that support emerging literacy 
skills 

Demonstrate understanding 
by responding to a highly 
visual, simple text using a 
combination of oral 
responses, visuals, drawings, 
L1, pre-taught vocabulary, 
and gestures 

Read and follow 
simpleinstructions 

Use some simple 
comprehension strategies  

Demonstrate understanding 
by responding to visually 
supported simple texts using 
visual, oral and written 
responses 

Read and follow instructions 
involving two steps 

Use a small repertoire of  
comprehension strategies 

Demonstrate understanding by 
responding to a variety of 
adapted texts 

Read and follow multi-step 
instructions 

Use an expanded repertoire of 
comprehension strategies 

Form and Style     

Understand role of 
text features and text 
forms to construct 
meaning 

 

Demonstrate an understanding 
that text features have a purpose 
to organize and convey meaning 

Locate some basic information or 
familiar words in highly visual 
texts using visual cues 

Identify and use some basic 
text features in a highly visual, 
simple text to locate and use 
information 

Identify and use common text 
features in a visually 
supported, simple text to 
locate and use information 

Identify and use text features in 
an adapted text to locate and 
use information  

Fluency     

Read and understand 
familiar and 
unfamiliar words and 
phrases, and expand 
vocabulary 

 

Recognize familiar words in very 
simple, predictable, age-
appropriate, visual texts 

Use basic concepts of English 
(e.g., directionality, English 
Alphabet, sound/symbol 
patterns, and upper and lower 
case letters) 

Read and understand basic 
vocabulary of high frequency 
and pre-taught words, 
including key academic words 
in predictable, age-
appropriate, visual texts 

Apply sound-symbol 
connections to decode and 
read unfamiliar words in 
simple texts 

Read and understand an 
expanding vocabulary of pre-
taught, low frequency, and 
key academic words in 
visually supported texts 

Decode and understand 
unfamiliar vocabulary using 
sound-symbol patterns, key 
visuals, and other cueing 
systems 

Read and understand low 
frequency, multiple meaning 
words and academic vocabulary 
in adapted texts 

Decode and understand 
unfamiliar vocabulary using a 
variety of strategies 

Read familiar text with 
expression to convey the 
meaning of the text 


